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Starting a website or a blog can be an overwhelming process not only because it can be expensive but also because you have to deal with and search for different services ranging from hosting service to website design. 
A professionally made website costs about $100 at least, but if you plan to use a content management system such as Wordpress, which is buggy at best, it requires more than fair knowledge of HTML and CSS. A simple change in placement of sidebar content in Wordpress template can be a tedious process. Another option could be Blogger. While the layout and features are all in place for even a layman to become a pro blogger, lack of clean design templates, and detailed specifications make the entire process a difficult one. 
[bookmark: more] This e-book provides you with a solution that is simple, cheap and effective to start your own website. In summary you are setting your blog on blogger and directing your custom URL to your blog address. This way you will save on your hosting and design costs. The e-book also comes with a clean template design along with template customization help.  Any person who knows how to set-up an e-mail account can have his/her blog up and running in one hour or less.  
This e-book is an easy-to-follow guide for all the processes that you need in order to set-up your website.  Apart from this e-book and the template XML file, all you need is a domain name.  


[bookmark: _Toc261646937]Register your Domain 

1. Get a custom domain. 
If you have decided on a name and haven't already registered it then I suggest that you go and get it done right now. http://www.godaddy.com
This e-book can wait, your custom domain may not be able to. There are 1.7 billion internet users around the world; in all probability he/she can easily think about the same domain name as you and get it registered. This has happened to me once and to my friend thrice. Therefore, I insist. I would hate to see anybody in the same situation.  
2. Register at http://www.blogger.com and create a blog. You can choose the same blog name as your custom domain name. If the blog URL is already taken, then try to look for a similar URL as yours. Here is a quick example:

Custom domain: www.myblog.com
If you can't get www.myblog.blogspot.com, then you can try for www.my-blog.blogspot.com  

Now comes a little technical part. Follow the step by step process and everything will be as easy as eating a piece of chocolate. 
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Update DNS (Domain Name System) settings
   1. Log in to your account at www.godaddy.com.
   2. On the left sidebar, click on "Domain Manager".
   3. Click the domain that you'd like to use with your blog.
   4. At the bottom of the section, under "Total DNS" Click on "Total DNS Control" 
   5. Under box labelled CNAMES (aliases), click the pencil icon next to the existing CNAME record. 
   6.The existing CNAME record will have following:
Host: WWW   Points to: @
If you don't have the existing CNAME record, click Add New CNAME Record.
   7. For the Name, enter only the subdomain of the address you want to use for your blog. For example, if you picked www.mydomain.com as your address, enter www here.
   8. Enter ghs.google.com as the Host Name. Specify a TTL or use the default setting of 1 hour.
   9. Click OK, and then click OK again.



Don't worry if you have your domain registered with some other registrar. The exact procedure for doing this varies depending on your domain registrar, but you can find instructions for many common registrars here

Create  'A' NAME records for your naked domain, for example: myblog.com
1. Under Box labeled A (Host), click on Add New A Record
2. For Host Name enter only YOUR naked domain (myblog.com, without the 'www').  Enter 216.239.32.21 in Points To ip Address. Specify a TTL or use the default setting of 1 hour. Click OK and then click OK again.
3. Repeat the same process for three more IP address. All you have to do is change the IP addresses rest everything remains the same 
216.239.34.21
216.239.36.21
216.239.38.21
4. Delete any existing 'A' NAME records you have.
5. In the end there should be only four separate A records you should have. Pointing to following IP Addresses with the same Host Name (myblog.com) 
216.239.32.21
216.239.34.21
216.239.36.21
216.239.38.21
Your DNS set-up is complete!
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1. Log in to your account at www.blogger.com
2.  At the bottom of your blog, click on ‘Settings’
3. Click on ‘Publishing’
4. Click on ‘Custom Domain’
5. Under ‘Buy a Domain for your Blog’ click on "Switch to advanced settings"
6. Enter your custom domain (www.myblog.com) for ‘Domain’
7. Click ‘No’ for Use a missing files Host
8. Click on Save Settings
9. Under ‘Custom Domain’ put a check on ‘Redirect myblog.com to www.myblog.com’
10. Click on ‘Save Settings’
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1. Login into your Blogger Dashboard, click on Layout>Edit HTML
2. Look for the section near the top where you can browse for your XML template
3.  Enter the location of your template and press "upload".
4. The HTML of your new template will now appear in the box below. 
You are all done! Now you have a blog on Blogger with your custom domain and a neat template.
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1. Login into your Blogger Dashboard, click on Layout>Page Elements
2. Click on ‘edit’ under ‘Top Navigation Menu’
3. Enter the URL of the page with corresponding heading.
You add as many links as you like. You can link blogger specific posts, pages and even outside links. 
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1. Login into your Blogger Dashboard, click on Layout>Page Elements 
2. Click on ‘Add a Gadget’ and select ‘HTML/JavaScript’
3. Change your Social Subscribe links in bold in following code:

<a href="http://white-overblack.blogspot.com"><img border="0" src="http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_CuTsSZ9L1S8/S-yWBbsRYSI/AAAAAAAAAbI/ROOkqxjTDnE/s320/rssw.gif" /></a>

<a href="http://white-overblack.blogspot.com"><img border="0" src="http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_CuTsSZ9L1S8/S-yV96K3k8I/AAAAAAAAAa4/fb-zD9Rh-ZY/s1600/twitterw.gif" /></a>


<a href="http://white-overblack.blogspot.com"><img border="0" src="http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_CuTsSZ9L1S8/S-yV7pqf49I/AAAAAAAAAaw/MXdd1855FdI/s1600/mailw.gif
" /></a>
4. Copy the above after making all the changes
5. Paste the code in the selected gadget and click save.
If you want to customize your RSS feed, Click here and follow the instrcutions. 
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If you need any help customizing this template or even have a request for a special template, then please contact us at fishnweb@gmail.com. We’d be happy help you in any way we can. 
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